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R8LA.TIVE CLAUSES IN MODERN IRJSH 

(Handout based on McCloskey, James, Trans.formatiortS.l Synt.ax a.ri<'> 
Model Theol"etic Semantics: A Ca.se Stuay In Mccrer:nrri~Ii;-IT::." ol' -
Texas ms., nns) --- --· ----
Relative Clauses: 

( l) Dh!ol an fear an domhlln. 
(sold the man. the Y.'orld) 
'The man ~old ths orld&' 

(l') an r~ar a dh!ol n d '~t 
(the msu COMP a 07.cI- t l'. ( ;;.; ., '(" . 
•tho man who sold ta~- :or d" 

(2) Dh!ol an fear an otd. 
{sold ths man the boat) 

( 2 i ) an ba'd 0. dh!ol an f 8';.r 
(the boRt COUP sold thfi~m&:r. f 

1 Tho man sold the boat. 4 •th& boat that the tui.u1 aq].dC C_.... 

(3) Aolann na mic-leinn an ser!br~1eoir. 
(praise the students the writer) 
'The students praise tha writer.• 

(3•) an scr!bhneoir a molann n& mic-l~inn 6 
~ (the writer COMP praise the student~ him) 

'ths writer whom the stud6nt praise' 
~ ~ ( 3 11 ) an :scribhneoir- e. mholar...n na niio~~le,.nn 

(the. r1.ter COMP p:.•e.ise th~ students --r 
Btha writer whom tho students praise'~~ 

( 4) . an tear r dh{ol s6 r.m domhan 
(+hG man C sold he the world) 

( 5) 
,. 

Tabhe.rann tu an t-airge~d don fhonr. 
(give you the money to-the i!lan) 
9You give the money to the man.~ 

.,. .,,. 
( 5;) an fear e. dtabh ra..nn tu c.n t.-a1rg0ad tlo 

(t~~ mo.n COMP give you th! money to-him) 
'th& man to whom you give the. money• 

, 
{ 5") *811 rear a thabha.rarm tu an t-airgead do 

(the men COMP give you the ~oney to __ ) 

(direct relativ ) 

(di.rec t rela t1. vn not posaiblie) 

(Note: In Galway the vorb !'orms in (5 9 5', S") woul.d be tus~:1 
dtuga:m., and ~hugaru1.) 

(6) T{ m8:tha1r an fhil" ~£i bha.ile. 
(is mother of-thG mun (gen.) in ... thft) home) 
''l'he msn ~ s mothf:':r i e at honuh 1 

( 6 ,~) 0.11 fear a bh!"u.11 a mluf th.a~r r;e. bhnJ.la 
(the man cot.fl' is his mother in-the homo) 
•the mnn whose mother is at home' 

(6"} ~an fear a ta 
(the me.n co .1P Ts 

p 
math.air sa bhail~ 

mother in-tho hom&} 

( indire:.c+. ~elative . __,_._....__. 

(direct relative not 
pos31.blo '< 



(7) 

(8) 

~ 

(9) 

(10) 

(ll) 

.. 2 •. 

Direct: Enet) Nom r~ aL • • • • .. 0 

_, J 
--- .., --· s...\ 

Indirect: [cnet) Nom [- aN ••• Pro . . " ~1 J s "' "" 
(McCloskey, P• ~, ti) 

The morphology of the complementizera { Mt.~Cloo key, P~ ll): 

!1on-East ~ 

/go/ 

e.ffin:ati ve goN gurL 

nege.tive nachN 
.., 

n. x·L 

/aH/ 
ar1·1rmat1.ve aN arL 

negalli! nachN 
, 

narL 

/aL/ 

ff11"1Dative aL e.L 

Eeaativ~ ne.chN 
, 

narL 

( 1, and N mark el"memte that induoe Lenition 
a·1d Nasalization respectively) 

~ ~ Deir s~ go d1u1geann (naoh dtuigeell'l, gur thu.ig, na~ thuig) 
sg 6.ll aclal. 
( snys hs ~l understands (NEG-COMP under.Gtands, CO/P wul~rBtood,., 
NEG-COMP undo:rstood) he tt .. e story) 
c He says the; he v.n<ierstands (does not w1derstanti 11 und rstoodj 
did r:.ot undm•s te.nd) tne sto:r:r ~ ' 

an t'oe.r a l':-ins(onn (nacb n-1ns(onn, ar in1s 6 nlr ini ) ~f on 
sc~s:t d~ 
( thfJ me.n Ct'.MP teil (NEG-COMP tell, CettP told# NEG-COHP told) y~u 
the 'story 1.0-him) . 
•tto man t> whom you tall (do not tell, told, did not tell) th 
stc .•y• ,. 
an fear a thuigeann ( nach dtUl.geann, e. thu5 g. niil~ thnig, _ e..n 
SCl;al 
( t!'le man ilOMP Wlderetands ( NEG-COMP uudsr~'tan<isio COMP und.e .• :u ... 001 

UE ·-CO).lP 11nderf!tood) the a to:ry) 
• t.1a man 1ho understarl3"s ( doi!s not l4ndl~l'Dte.nd., unde-rstood11 did 
no·~ unde1•3 tand) the story( 
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Long·rlistance rele.tivization: 

( l ~ l 

(13) 

(14\ 

( 15) 

{16) 

, "' / / , / 
Thug se leim s.L du.irt se na.rL ch~ap se aL the.bhe.rfndh ... e 
cho{cha,. 
'g~va be leap COMP said he NEG-COMP thought he COMP 1ould-g.ve 
he - ever) 
tli$tOOk n le p that he nn1d he didn't think he would ever t ke~f 

/ 
n t -i :i.r e.L deir siad e.L du:S.rt _ goN r 1 bh an c ogadh tht..rt 

( the minister COMP say they COMP said COMP wa~ th,, wa1.. vsr) 
1 the minister that they say said that the' w r was over' 
(er. Datr oiad go nduirt an t-Aire go ra1bh an cogadh tbr.rt. 
STbey say that the minister said that the r an ov~rQ') 

e.n t-ursceal aL mheas me n.L thuig me 
(the novel COMP thought I COMP understood I~> 
1 th.e novel thnt I thought I understood' 
(Cf a Mheea me gur thuig me an t-ursceal. 'I thouglt. that I 
understood tho novel.!) 

·' ,. . ,, .,,, , ;I' 
e.n t-ursceal aL mheas D'1e aL dui rt se e.L thuig ae 
(the novel COMP thought I CO~P said he COMP unders"toud ht ) · 
' t.fr1e novel that I thought he a id he understood' --
(Cf. llieas me gi.ir dhuirt (fo ndui~t in Galway) gur t iuje; se rul t-iirsceal. I I though . that fie said he understood the 
no'\H=il.. 1 ) 

Deir siad gon s{leann an t-athair goN p5 faidh s{\ ar. t: 
(say they COmP think the father COMP wil!-rnarry Sheila the 
1 ~hey say the t the father t.."links that Sh 11 • ll marr:r the men • 

an fe r aL deir siad aL sh!leann an t-a thl\ir af"' phO"'ert J.dh s{l 
ctha man COMP say they COMP thinks th rather COMP i~l- rl"J 
Sheila } 
·~ho mailthat they say the rather thinks Sheila will rr1t 

Long-&1stanoe indirect relatives: 

(17~ J'laasann o1bh goN bb.fuil an eoche.1.r inaa. dora & 

{think.you. {pl .. ) COMP is the key in-the door 

{ 1r1 - } c.n doro.s · L rnheaaann sibh &N bh!\111 an eoohair ann 
(the door COMP think you (pl .. ) COMP is the k&y in··it) 
•tbe door that you think the koy is in' 

OG) Deir E:i d go~ measann sibh goN bhfuil an eochair in111a doraa. 
( ~v.y they COMP think :you COMP is the key in .. the doo1 .. ) 
'They say that you think that the key is 1~ the door.t 

... 

{ 18 t an doras aL deir siad aL mbeasann sibh e.N bhfUil an eoc· 1r nn 
( tb.a door COMP say they COMP think you COMP is the key in-it;} 
t ~r:;i aoo•.. th t they e.y you think t.he key in in' 
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Another pattern: 

(19) NP (a.N ••• (5 goN ••"' Pro •••)1 (Cf .. HoCloskey p~ 21.?. 1 

( 20) Mheas sibh u.1.lig gurL briaeadh bad an fhir. 
(thought you all COMP broke boat of-the man (gen )} 
iYou all thought that ~he man's boat was wrecked~t 

(20') an fear arL mheao sibh uilig gur-L bris6 dh bh~d 
(the man COMP thought you all COMP broke hls boat) 
'the ~an hose boat you thought uas rrscksd' 

(21) shfl me gurL mh11raigh an tear a athairo 
(thought I COMP killed the man his father} 
'I t.hought that the man killed hi father•e1' 

( 21' ) an tear art, sltll m' gurL mhnra1,gh s& a a thai~ 
(the man COJ!!> thought I COMP killed he his fa.th r) 
•the man tbat I thought killed his father• 

( ~l") · ?'ian r ar aL shll m& arL mhare.igh stf e. th ir 
(the an COMP thought I COMP killed he his f the\"') 
(S e McCl.oskey fn. 5 PP• 144-5 for remarks.) 

Islands (or. cCloskey pp. 35-42); 

( 22) 

(22•) 

(23) 

" Ghoid me nn l.eab r atrohea.1maigh an r nr eo 

(stole I tho book COMP bought the man j 
I tole tho book tha.t the man bought.~--

' *an f• , r L gho1d me un l nbhar L ch Gn.'l'laigh 
(the man COMP stole I the book COMP bought __,.. Y--
'~b ms.n who I tole tho book that bought' - -
, . ~ -

Nil a thio agam an bpo f dh duine-o.r.,,bith rut bh w:s. 
( UEG-1s 1 ts }mowled.ge o. t-me Q ould-marry anyone the o?M.n) 
'I don't know whother £.11yone ould mar-r7 the oman r 

" 

.-
; > . ' 

(23 1 ) 
~bean.nachN bhfuil fb.ioa agaru an bposfadh duine-ar~bith 
(a- omen DEG-COMP is it.s lmo 1 age t-me Q ould-= rry -
any on& ) 

(24} 

( 24 1 ) 

' a oman--ho I don' t know bether anyone \:ould ra1e.r17 
, • ;- r4 .,. JP 

Bionn a fhios agat 1-gcc1 .. ai caido e.L bhuailtidh an p1ob 1~ · .. -e 

(is it~ knowledge at-yuu always .h&t CCh~P will-pl y th~ 
piper ) 
'You a'Iiiiys mo ·hat the piper ~ill pl Y•' 

*an p{obair 
eL bhuailtidh 

/ ~ , 
L bhionn n !hios gn~ 1-gcc>:~~1 o 1u 

(the pit>er COiJ'is-!to kno 1-edgG toc:yOU l :n1·~ 
COMP ·ill-play ) 
•the piper that-you-..U:w·yo know wnat il~ pl yt 

t 
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Indirect relatives nnd Islands: 

( 22") 

(23") 

( 24") 

. . 
(25') 

tt# ,r an f enr &rL ghold me an leabhar aL cheannaigh se 
(the man COMP stole I tha book COMP bought h<3 } ~ 
'the raa.n ho r stole the book that ho bought• -

bean t\achll bhfuil a. t'hios aga.rn an bpO:~raa.h duine-ar-b .. tn ~ 
(woman :t-&"EG-COMP ~s i'ts knowledge at;.ftme Q vrould-·mnr1"y • :":. Qn·. 
ta oman that I a.on' t know 1hether ti.nyobe would me.,..ry r r-1 

an p{obaire N mb(onn a fhios ngat l-gco"n&{ oa-:.d /' aL 
bbua:.l fidh s6 
(the piper COMP-Ya its knowl&dge &t-you lilwaya h .t C0~. 
11.l··play he } 

'the piper that-you always kno hat he will play~ 

\ "" ;_ Mhestlh mi..as again ar dhuine-al"-bl th a.L ta abal t ~n tt:i8l1.e'C'\ 
a. l .bbs.i~'t .. 
( oultt-bt. ra pect a.t-rJa on &nyono C.OMP is able th .. \.an~sg& 
to spe k) 
·'I would .r.eepoc t anyone ho can speak the l.anguagac • 

.. , 
Sin t;eang "· &N mbea.d.h me a g~m a:r duin"- 1•-bi th aL t &b l ~ 
1 l bhal.rt 
(that•s l·Lnguage ca P ould-be re; pect t .. l!ls OC\ nvono Ctt:-<•r. 
1s ble iv to speak) 

.. 

'Th!it• s a. language that I would reepact anyon\t fiho could c,.r k 
1 t.' 

Rel t1ve d leticn ( cCloskoy, pp~ 33-4. et pao~lm)t 

SD: x 
1 

SC: 1 

NP 

~--
NP 6 '! 

c~s 
~ro 6 

[HPJ y Prok z] w 
2 3 4 5 f!. 

2 3 fl) 5 6 

.eon.\1 ti on as (1) obl1.gatory if term 4 iti sm.bj ~t in 
its ola.uae. 

.. 

•J' 

j' 

(11) optiorial 11• tcn"Q _ :ls dt1~oet obje'J~ 
1u its clauee, 

(iii) inappl1oable if t rm 4 . n itbtlr 
aubjact .nor object in itz.:i 01 ue. 

(iT) j k .. 

( "'I'he rul c .. Re1 tive Deletion i':J er ... unbou.n.df.d ex~l"''·otiott :r-ul 
e.ndi i there.'ot"e aubJeioG to .1 lend constrai.tl;.;s-> 15 ',Nc.~los.k ;:fp 

Po 40-·l)) 

l 

. -
> . ... . . 
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